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A cross-section of leading
Torah Authorities from around the 

globe have taken a bold step to
preserve the sanctity of the Jewish 

people and to face the ever rising 
challenges of intermarriage and 

assimilation to Jewish continuity.
They have united in their support for 

the efforts of the Eternal Jewish 
Family (EJF) to promulgate universally 
accepted conversions in intermarriage. 

EJF facilitated conversions are 
performed by independent Jewish 

courts in the Diaspora. 

Forty of the leading Halachic Authorities from around the world, representing a broad
spectrum of the Orthodox Community, have taken a bold step to meet and overcome the challenges of

Jewish assimilation. Coming together in an unprecedented act of unity, they have endorsed
the efforts of the Eternal Jewish Family (EJF) to facilitate and promulgate, through independent

courts in the Diaspora, universally accepted conversions in intermarriage. 

For more information on Eternal Jewish Family, rabbinic courts and seminars, visit www.eternaljewishfamily.org. 

The primary mission of the Eternal Jewish Family (EJF) and the sole purpose of this ad is to promote universal conversion standards in intermarriage as per the 
standards espoused by the Torah authorities listed in this ad. It does not endorse nor cast aspersions on the conversions of any Orthodox rabbis or organizations. 

A HISTORIC DECLARATION

Whereas
Whereas, the challenges to living life as a Jew have risen throughout the world and require a 
unified approach to the dangers of assimilation;

Whereas, for generations past the process of conversion for a non-Jew in an intermarriage into 
the Jewish faith has often been marred by difficulties of interpretation, and unevenness of 
implementation, which has led to confusion and heartache;

Whereas, the inability to unite behind a comprehensive program of conversion for intermarried 
couples that provides for recognition and universal acceptance of those who merit conversion 
has contributed to a weakening of standards and interference with the sanctity and wholeness of 
the Jewish nation that will mar future generations;

Declaration
Now, therefore, in an unprecedented initiative to restore and maintain the sanctity of the House 
of Israel from the effects and continuing challenges of assimilation and intermarriage, the 
undersigned recognize the esteemed organization, “The Eternal Jewish Family” under the 
halachic guidance of Hagaon Harav Reuven Feinstein shlit”a, Chairman of the Halachic 
Committee, has taken steps to prevent such occurrences as have happened in the past from 
being repeated and to provide for universal standards that are clear and acceptable.

Conversions facilitated by the Eternal Jewish Family are performed through independent Jewish 
courts in the Diaspora. These courts are comprised of judicious, G-D fearing Torah scholars of 
the highest character who are known, and have agreed, to maintain strict standards in the 
conversion process. The courts have thus merited to be recognized and accepted amongst all the 
major leading Torah authorities, shlit”a, in Israel and the Diaspora. As such, those who merit 
acceptance through the path of the Eternal Jewish Family will be recognized as having being 
granted a truly Universally Accepted Conversion. 

The undersigned represent a united and broad spectrum of Orthodox Jewry gathered together 
for the common good of our people, in an attempt to break down the barriers which previously 
prevented a convert from being universally accepted into the Jewish family.

May it be Hashem’s will that no stumbling block or obstacle should emerge from their hands, 
and that the Eternal Jewish Family, and all who support them, should receive a blessing from 
Hashem and soon merit to bring the ultimate redemption through Moshiach, the Go’el Tzedek, 
speedily in our days.

Signatories
Admor — Lelov 
Admor — Modzitz 
Admor — Sadegara 
Admor — Zevil 
Harav Shaul Alter 
Harav Shlomo M. Amar (Chief Rabbi) 
Harav Ezriel Auerbach 
Harav Shimon Badani 
Harav David Batzri 
Harav Menachem Tzvi Berlin 
Harav Moshe Mordechai Chodosh 
Harav Dovid Cohen 
Harav Shalom Cohen

Harav Shmuel Deutsch
Harav Shmuel Dishon 
Harav Sharaya Dublitzky
Harav Nachum Eisenstein
Harav Baruch Mordechai Ezrachi 
Harav Zalmen Nechemia Goldberg 
Harav Mordechai Gross
Harav Yisroel Hagar (Viznitz) 
Harav Elchanan Halperin (London) 
Harav Nissim Karelitz 
Harav Simcha Hakohen Kook 
Harav Yosef Lieberman 
Harav Yona Metzger (Chief Rabbi) 

Harav Shmuel Yaakov Morgenstern 
Harav Yehuda Mualem 
Harav Baruch Dov Povarsky 
Harav Menachem Mendel Safran 
Harav Yitzchak Scheiner 
Harav Pinchas Schreiber 
Harav Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg 
Harav Binyamin Yehoshua Silber 
Harav Shmuel Eliezer Stern 
Harav Mosher Tzadka
Harav Elya Ber Wachtfogel 
Harav Yitzchok Wasserman 
Harav Ovadia Yosef 

Several other distinguished rabbanim such as Harav Shmuel Auerbach, Harav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, Harav David 
Tzvi Karlenstein, Harav Yisroel Meir Lau, Harav Aharon Leib Steinman and Harav Shmuel Halevi Wosner have issued 
their own strong declarations and/or endorsements for the mission of the Eternal Jewish Family. 

Hagaon Harav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv meeting with EJF Chairman Thomas 
S. Kaplan and Harav Leib Tropper, Chairman of Rabbinic Committee.

Hagaon Harav Reuven Feinstein, President of Halachic Committee (C), with Harav 
Leib Tropper, Chairman of Rabbinic Committee (R) and EJF Chairman Tom Kaplan


